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 My wife loves traveling. I don’t, but I love my wife, so we travel. One of the most frustrating 
 things about buying flights is the dishonesty of their prices. Every time I look for flights, my eye 
 is caught by the “$59” and I click and as I check out, the final price is $131! How? Because the 
 fine print says, “as low as $59” and that’s not counting the tax, the service fee, the baggage, and 
 whatever else they can charge. They make it seem incredibly cheap, but they hide the actual cost 
 in the fine print. Churches do the same thing, sometimes. Some churches, in an admirable 
 attempt to get people in the door, make it seem like Christianity is about being fulfilled, being 
 happy, finding satisfaction, and finding peace- which is partially true. They sometimes make it 
 seem like Jesus is the great therapist who can help you be the version of yourself that you’ve 
 always wanted to be, or the great healer who can help get rid of all your problems. And that’s all 
 true- but that’s not the full picture. Very rarely will churches tell people about the sacrifice and 
 the pain and uncomfortable experience that is the Christian life. Sometimes, churches hide the 
 more difficult parts of the Christian life in the fine print. Jesus doesn’t do that. Today, we see that 
 Jesus is being followed by crowds of people, and he turns around and tells them exactly what to 
 expect. So, today we are going to  Read the Not-So-Fine  Print of Christianity. 1. Jesus Comes 
 First. 2. The Cross. 3. Christians are Different. 
 1. Jesus Comes First.  If you think what Jesus says  here about hating one’s closest relatives is 
 shocking, it would have been even more shocking to a middle-eastern culture that prioritized 
 family over everything. Some of you might be dismayed by Jesus’ words, some of you might be 
 saying, “Hate my parents? Easy.” Sometimes, Hebrew writers use the word “hate” in different 
 ways. It could mean in the sense of aggressive animosity- which is the normal sense of “hatred,” 
 or it could mean a comparative hatred. You love something more than another, and so you “hate” 
 that other thing in comparison. College students, we’ll see that Jacob “hated” his first wife Leah, 
 but loved Rachel. But then we see that it’s not that he actively wished her harm, but that he loved 
 Rachel more than Leah. But let’s not take away the shock value of what Jesus is saying: it’s 
 meant to shock you. Firstly, if you want evidence that Jesus is more than just a “good teacher,” 
 most “good teachers” don’t say things like this. Jesus is the true God of the Universe, and he is 
 demanding that those who follow him treat him and trust him as such. It’s actually pretty logical- 
 brutal- but logical. Jesus isn’t saying that you should despise your parents- plenty of places in 
 Scripture say, “children, obey your parents, honor your father and mother.” Jesus is saying, “My 
 opinion of you, my rules, my desires must mean more to you than your parents.” If your parents 
 tell you that they’ll disown you for being a Christian, or that in order to be a good member of the 
 family you must worship a false god, you must say, “I love you, but I cannot do this.”- And I 
 know some of you have had to do this. Jesus wants you to love your spouse more than yourself. 
 But your spouse’s opinion, your boyfriend’s approval, your wife’s love cannot mean more to you 
 than Jesus’ opinion, approval, and love. If your boyfriend wants to go too far and says, “if you 
 really love me, you’ll do this for me,” that means you say, I love you, but I cannot do this. The 
 same goes with your friends. If there’s a difference between what Jesus says and teaches and 



 what your friends think is right, noble, and good, and you’re going to have to obey one and 
 disappoint, anger, or be rejected by the other, Jesus says, “choose me.” The same goes for your 
 very self! Your desires, what makes you feel good, comfortable, affirmed, and happy cannot 
 come before what Jesus teaches. That’s what it means to be a Jesus follower- to follow him, even 
 when it hurts. 

 That is what Jesus is claiming, and by demanding this kind of allegiance, he’s also promising you 
 something- it’s worth it. There’s a Psalm that says, “Though my father and mother may forsake 
 me, the Lord will never leave me.” “As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so your God will 
 rejoice in you. Some of you desperately desire your parents to say, “I’m proud of you.” You may 
 or may not hear it. But because Jesus went to the cross and was killed in your place, and he gives 
 you his perfection, his glory, his goodness, the Lord of Heaven and Earth delights in you, and 
 will never be disappointed by you. Some of you desperately desire for that special person to 
 consider you beautiful, or worthy of affection and love. It may or may not happen. But Jesus is 
 the only one who declares, “you are my bride, I’ve made you perfectly clean,” and even though 
 you’ve cheated on him, he still is delighted in you. Trust in him. Yes. That requires sacrifice. You 
 might get broken up with. You might not get invited to parties. Your child might not want to see 
 you for a while. You might get disowned. You might get laughed at. And in a place where it’s 
 acceptable to shoot people who disagree with you, you may be killed! If so, you’re in good 
 company. So was Jesus. 
 2. The Cross.  Whenever I see all the cross necklaces  that people wear,  I can't help but smirk a 
 little bit. Because in the Ancient Roman world, the cross was something you wouldn’t even 
 mention in a polite conversation. It was horrific. Crucifixion was reserved for the most violent 
 criminals. To see a person nailed to a piece of wood by hands and feet, hanging there naked as he 
 slowly bleeds to death, it was horrible. And all of Jesus’ followers knew this, and for him to say, 
 “If you want to be my follower, you should know where I’m going. I’m going to pick up a cross. 
 And I am going to be murdered by crucifixion, laughed at by my enemies while I hang there 
 naked, bleeding to death, and if you want to follow me, you must follow me there, too.” Really? 
 Consider this: what did Jesus come to do? We said it last week- to seek and save the lost. To 
 make it so that sinful human beings can dwell together with him again. To forgive sin! To defeat 
 Satan! To make it so that death no longer can hurt us. But how did he do that?  Not by picking up 
 a sword and slaying his enemies, but by being slain by his enemies, so that his enemies could be 
 his friends. Not by taking over the government, but by being condemned by the government and 
 suffering for crimes he didn’t commit. Not by gaining power, but by hiding his power and 
 looking weak. That’s how Jesus, the eternal king of the Universe, works. The most amazing, 
 wonderful thing God ever did, saving us, he did through suffering and pain. A cross. Therefore, 
 that will be the case for his followers as well. 

 The wife who has lost her husband, but refuses to be bitter or angry, but instead rejoices that the 
 love of her life is with the Lord, is carrying a cross. The young Christian man who deals with the 



 loneliness of single life and waits to enjoy the great, wonderful gift of sex until God blesses him 
 with a godly wife, is carrying a cross. The church who loses members because they remain 
 faithful to what God’s Word says, is carrying a cross. The pastor who is honest with people about 
 their sin and becomes hated by certain people- that’s a cross. The Christian whose spouse is a 
 fool and a jerk, but is still faithful, that’s a cross. The student who loses friendships, loses a 
 relationship, loses an internship, because they choose to obey Jesus first- that’s a cross. Consider 
 Philemon- when Paul tells him to accept Onesimus back into his house as a brother, he’s asking 
 him to forgive him. Phileom would have looked incredibly weak and foolish to other people, and 
 would have lost his reputation. That’s a cross. There’s all kinds of crosses that Jesus might ask 
 you to carry. He wants you to be aware and think about it- a builder considers what he needs to 
 build, a general understands what it will take to win a war- the Christian should know about the 
 difficulties and challenges that come with loving, serving, and following Jesus. And they should 
 know it’s absolutely, infinitely, worth it. There’s a great passage in Philippians 2- Because we are 
 identified with Jesus, we should think like him-,  6 Who, being in very nature God, 

 did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
 7 rather, he made himself nothing 

 by taking the very nature of a servant, 
 being made in human likeness. 

 8 And being found in appearance as a man, 
 he humbled himself 
 by becoming obedient to death— 

 even death on a cross! 
 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

 What we call, “The Theology of the Cross,” comforts the afflicted, and afflicts the comfortable. I 
 hope some of you are afflicted by this. The life of the Christian is not supposed to be 
 comfortable, safe, easy, and free of sacrifice. No cross, no Christian. But I know many of you are 
 afflicted. Many of you have hard difficulties, losses, pain, disappointments, real, heavy crosses 
 that God has asked you to bear. It’s not a punishment- it’s proof that you belong to Jesus. You 
 have a cross? So did Jesus- and now he’s glorified. The day is coming when, like Jesus, the cross 
 is done, and replaced by crown of glory. Those who share Jesus’ shame, pain, and suffering, also 
 share in his glory. And that’s what makes Christians  different. 
 3. Christians are Different.  Jesus then tells us that  his followers are like salt. Salt was used not 
 simply for seasoning, but for preserving meat. In a hot climate without refrigeration, salt was 
 absolutely crucial for preserving fish, meat, and for fertilizing fields. Well, what if salt stopped 



 being “salty?” What if I put some salt to preserve my fish, and the salt decided, “well, we should 
 be more like this fish?” I know that’s silly, but do you get the point? The reason salt is actually so 
 important is because it’s chemically different from the things it’s in, and if the salt decided to 
 stop being salt, and abandoned the most crucial aspects of being salt, it would be useless! The 
 same is true for Christians- specifically- Christian bearing their crosses, enduring hardship, 
 persecution, shame, and sadness, and standing up for truth. If Christians aren’t willing to do that, 
 then they are useless. 

 I’ll give some examples. There are a growing number of American Christians who feel that 
 Christian values need to be the social norm, that Christian ideas need to be respected and even 
 endorsed by the powerful voices in our culture and the government. I empathize - I’m saddened 
 by the pain that follows a rejection of God’s design for marriage, life, family, money, and God’s 
 teaching of Christian love and sacrifice. But God never tells us to take up arms or pick up 
 weapons or gain power. He tells us to pick up a cross and gladly suffer. To attempt to make a 
 perfect society where Christians get their way, even at the expense of other people, is a direct 
 rebellion against Jesus’ command to pick up your cross. Jesus’ disciples were beaten publicly by 
 their government, and they rejoiced that they were counted worthy of suffering for the name of 
 Jesus. They would rather die for the name of Jesus in a culture that hates him than gain 
 temporary power and prestige in this broken, fallen world. We should, too. 

 The other example is when the church does the opposite. Instead of attempting to gain power and 
 create their own culture for the sake of comfort, they simply become like the rest of the culture. 
 They never say anything that would ever offend anyone, that would cause someone to think they 
 are unsophisticated, bigoted, hateful, or out-of-touch. They deny basic teachings that Jesus gives 
 in order to fit in with the culture. The salt loses its saltiness, and the churches die. 

 Here’s a good example. In New York City, a woman who worked at a large accounting firm 
 made a mistake that cost the firm tens of thousands of dollars. She should have lost her job, and 
 would have, but her immediate superior, one of the vice presidents, took the blame. He almost 
 lost his job, too, and he certainly lost a great deal of respect among his colleagues. Afterwards, 
 she went to him and asked, “Why did you do that? Why did you take the blame for me?” He 
 said, “I’m a Christian, and the God I worship took the blame for me?” And she said, “Where do 
 you  go to church?” The Christian life is about embracing hardship, pain, loss, and persecution for 
 the sake of others because that’s what Jesus did for us. If you really want to change the world, 
 suffer for someone. Stick to the truth even if it costs you. Sacrifice your own desires for someone 
 else. Give generously to someone, even if it costs you. The Church shines most brightly when 
 it’s willing to suffer. Suffer with joy. Amen. 


