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 Whenever I preach a sermon, I make sure to read a variety of commentators, experts, scholars, 
 and pastors who’ve preached on what I’m preaching so I can give you a sermon that’s 
 well-researched. Normally, they never agree with each other. But regarding this parable, each 
 one said the same thing: This is Jesus’ most difficult, perplexing, confusing, shocking parable.” 
 What on earth is he saying? Well, even more difficult than this parable, is the subject that Jesus is 
 addressing:  money  . Jesus is addressing greed and money  with people prone to greed. That’s the 
 theme of today:  Jesus: Friend of the Greedy. 1. The  parable. 2. The mirror. 3. The warning. 

 1. The Parable.  Jesus paints a picture that would  have been common during his day, and it’s not 
 too foreign to us, either. In Jesus’ day, rich people typically didn’t have all their wealth in money, 
 but in animals, land, servants, physical resources like oil, wheat, barley, olives, and things like 
 that. If someone were wealthy enough, he would lend out assets that he had on hand, or would 
 trade them for other assets. If he had enough assets, he would hire a manager to do this business 
 for him. It’s not too different from a millionaire athlete or artist and a manager- someone who 
 negotiates the contracts, sets up opportunities, and does his business . This manager in Jesus 
 parable was embezzling money. Like many embezzling cases, the first few times were small, 
 rare, and well-hidden. But greed takes over and the one embezzling gets sloppy, and therefore, 
 gets caught. And his boss tells him, “Hand over your books and records, clearly you’ve been 
 cheating, you’re fired.” But before he is officially let go, while he still has some control over this 
 owner’s assets, the manager realizes- “I’m about to lose everything. No one is going to hire me. I 
 don’t want to do manual labor- no thank you. But I also have a really comfortable lifestyle, and I 
 don’t want to have to give that up and beg. What am I going to do? I’m going to cheat even 
 more!” Really? Yes. If any of you are thinking, “Wow, this guy is a real piece of work,” you’re 
 right. He is. But this time, he isn’t lining his own pockets, he’s making friends so that when he 
 needs a place to stay for a while, he has somewhere to go. He slashes one debt in half, another 
 debt he slashes by 20%, and the manager finds out and says, “You wicked, evil man!” Actually, 
 he doesn’t. He’s impressed. So, what happened? This manager was enslaved to money and his 
 greed caught up to him. When he realized that his greed caught up to him, he also realized that 
 instead of working for more money, he should use the money and position he had to work for 
 him. So, instead of robbing his master to line his pockets, he robbed his master to make sure he 
 had a place to stay. Even the master has to admit that this was a good move. And Jesus is saying 
 that there’s a lesson here. If this loser has enough sense to use money to his temporary 
 advantage, how much more should Christians- children of the light- use their money for their 
 eternal advantage? There’s two relationships with money. You can either use money to serve you, 
 or it will use you to serve it. If even a fool like this manager understands that, how much more 
 should Christians? That’s the general principle that Jesus is teaching- Christians shouldn’t be 
 used or owned by money, but should use their money for good. Instead of hoarding it, they 
 should use it to benefit others. Instead of slaving away for it, they should view it as a gift from 



 God meant to bless others. Jesus then moves on and says, money is not only a tool, but a spiritual 
 mirror. 
 2. The Mirror.  I found this fascinating- Jesus one  by one refutes the basic assumptions that 
 Americans, and unfortunately American Christians, have about their money. Americans act like 
 money is everything. And Jesus refers to it as “little.” It’s not that valuable. Compared to the 
 riches that God has in store for those who love him, money is just not  that  important. Jesus isn’t 
 saying it’s worthless- it’s a powerful tool, but it is not the most valuable thing one can have. 
 Americans act like money is going to last forever, as if it’s going to go with them when they 
 leave this place. Newsflash- it won’t. Solomon knows that full well, to spend one’s life pursuing 
 money is the height of stupidity because eventually, you are going to have to let it go- either you 
 will generously give it, or it will be forced out of your hands when you leave this world. It’s a 
 part of this decaying world. It will not last. The last assumption that Americans make about their 
 money is that it’s  theirs.  “It’s  my  money and I need  it now!” “You can’t tell me what to do with 
 my money.”  It’s  mine.”  No, it’s not. Nothing in this  world is. Everything that you have is 
 ultimately a gift from God. Even if you earned it through your hard work- who gave you the gifts 
 and the opportunities to work hard in the first place? All of it comes from God. It’s not yours. 
 And Jesus’ point in saying all this: your wealth, how you use it, how you view it, is a 
 devastatingly honest mirror for your soul- if you aren’t faithful or righteous when it comes to 
 something as small, as temporary, as borrowed as money, that is a reflection of your soul. 

 Show me your bank account, and I’ll show you your god. Yes, we all confess and proclaim that 
 Jesus is our God when we sing the hymns and say the creed, and if someone were to ask you, 
 you’d hopefully say that you are a Christian, and that is good! But your bank account is a much 
 more accurate mirror of your spiritual state. It’s common sense- if you’re spending more money 
 on streaming services, or vacations, or vehicles, or whatever it is, than what you’re giving to 
 God’s Church, it is clear where your priorities are. Well, how much does Jesus want us to give? 
 The only time the Bible gives a number is in the Old Testament, that amount is 10%. I can’t tell 
 everyone here that they  have  to give that much, but  if that sounds ridiculous to you, there’s 
 something wrong. The average American Christian gives around 2%. Is anyone here going to try 
 to convince me that 2% is a generous portion of giving? We American Christians live in one of 
 the most wealthy, prosperous, times in American history, the majority of us don’t wonder where 
 our next meal is coming from, don’t have to worry about clean drinking water, and have comfort 
 and entertainment that 99% of people in the world, and our own ancestors, could never even 
 dream of. And we can only give 2% back to the Lord. We have a problem. I don’t know your 
 finances. I don’t know how much each of you are giving. I’m sure some of you are being 
 generous and faithful in giving back to the God who blessed you beyond measure. I’m sure some 
 of us could and should be giving more. What Jesus is asking you to do is this: be honest with 
 yourself. Take a look into the mirror, your bank account, your giving, be honest: “Am I being 
 faithful? Am I being generous? Does my giving reflect how good, how generous, how gracious 
 God has been to me?” 



 No one loves money for its own sake. Do you realize that? We don’t hoard wealth because we 
 like the way it smells. We hoard money because money is security- if we have enough, we’ll be 
 okay no matter what. Money is status- the more I have, the more doors are open to me and the 
 more elite I can become- people go to country clubs for much more than golf and tennis. Money 
 is fun- all the pleasure and experiences and temporary happiness it can buy! That’s what makes it 
 so dangerous- when you idolize and slave away over the things money can give you, you’re 
 settling for something less than what God freely offers you. Do you have any idea how valuable 
 you actually are? Jesus Christ, the eternal God of the Universe, thought you were so valuable, so 
 priceless, so worthy, that he bought you not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood- 
 he suffered the Hell you deserve because you were so important to him. Talk about status- that’s 
 your status now, and it will be revealed in the last day in glory when you are at God’s side as his 
 friend, ruling the universe along with him- that’s a status no money can give. Talk about security- 
 Jesus promises- never will I leave you, never will I forsake you. Through all things, even death, 
 God is yours and you are his, and he guiding all things for you. No amount of money can buy 
 that. What God has in store for you- no tears, no pain, no hunger, no thirst, but eternal joy and 
 laughter and beauty and friendship that never ends- no amount of money can buy that. You have 
 riches beyond anything money can buy. And it’s all yours- and it’s free. That’s why we give. 
 That’s why we’re generous. Because the earthly money we have is nothing compared to what we 
 have in Christ- so the money we have is a tool used to help others have these true riches instead. 
 Is there any greater use of your earthly wealth than to support a ministry that offers the eternal 
 riches of God’s grace to souls that need it? Is there anything your money could contribute to 
 that’s more beautiful, more lasting, more precious? Look around you! How many people are here 
 that weren’t here a year ago? A month ago? Use your riches, don’t let your riches use you. That 
 goes into the final part of Jesus’ teaching. 
 3. The Warning.  Money is a powerful tool that can  do many great things. But it’s a cruel master 
 and a ruthless god that will demand every last drop of your sweat, every day of your life, rob you 
 of precious time with your spouse, your health, your soul. Jesus doesn’t say  don’t  serve God and 
 money, as if you could and shouldn’t. He’s saying, “You can’t. It’s not possible.” You will serve 
 one or the other. You will use money to the service of God, or you will use God for the sake of 
 money. Money isn’t a bad thing, but you need to guard your heart against greed. I’m speaking 
 especially to you students. Most of you are here to be a finance major, accountant, marketer, or 
 business person. This is going to be a temptation for you. Satan would gladly see you conquer 
 your lust, your anger, your gossiping if he can get you to secretly worship and trust in your 
 money. Consider this quote from a Lutheran Pastor from the 1800’s. It’s pretty timely.  Does our 
 culture not believe that it is at peace if only it possesses great mammon? Does it not regard it as 
 the key to its happiness? Does it not ever increasingly strive for it, in order that it may finally be 
 without worry for the future? Is it not the highest wish of most, to hunt down so much capital that 
 they can finally lay their hands in their lap, live only from their money, that is, from the interest, 
 so that they retain their money in a wonderful way, indeed, that the money even increases, while 



 they continue to do nothing but live on it?  What is he describing? The American Dream. The 
 goal of so many people is to get as much money as possible so they can take it easy and not have 
 to do a thing- and they will sacrifice their families, their health, their soul to have that. Don’t fall 
 for the propaganda. It’s not worth it. Your life is too valuable to waste obsessing and serving 
 money. If you end up making a lot, great! Use it- don’t let it use you. Remember what your true 
 treasure is, and settle for nothing less. Amen. 


