
​October 5, 2025​
​Luke 17:1-10​
​Tell me if this sounds familiar. The main character has a special, unique power, gift, ability, or dream which stops the​
​main character from “fitting in.” The authority figures, whoever they may be, make the main character suppress said​
​that special thing so they can” fit in.” Eventually, at the climax of the story, the main character decides to embrace his​
​or her unique gift or skill or power, defying authority, thus saving lives and being the hero that he/she was meant to be.​
​There. I just described the plot of virtually every kids movie ever made.​

​But really, we know how these movies are going to end. We know the plotline and so do our kids. And we eat it up! I​
​do too- Monster’s Inc. gets me choked up every time! Is this a bad thing? Not necessarily- but let’s be self aware.​
​There’s a reason Disney, Pixar, Dreamworks, and all the companies make movies like this. They sell. They resonate​
​with the American psyche. We are conditioned from little on to desire individuality. To be special. Unique.​
​Distinguishable. We want to stand out. We want to be different; in a good way.​

​Jesus wants you to be different too- but in a radically different way than what Modern Americans think. In this section​
​of Luke, Jesus carefully and forcefully teaches  his disciples: “You are my people. My Church. And my Church is​
​going to be different from the Pharisees, Sadducees, Greeks, Romans, different from every club, religion, or ethnicity to​
​ever exist.” And this is what connects all these sayings from Jesus in our text today.​

​The Church is Different Because…​
​1.​ ​The Church Cherishes the Little Ones​
​2.​ ​The Church is Defined by Forgiveness​
​3.​ ​The Church is Empowered by a Different Savior​
​4.​ ​The Church Doesn’t Look For Validation​

​The Church Cherishes the “Little Ones.”​

​This is some of Jesus’ harshest language, so most people read this and think, “He’s talking about child abuse, so that​
​doesn’t apply to me.” Yes and no. Child abuse definitely falls under this principle, and Jesus certainly takes that deadly​
​seriously, but Jesus is talking about much more than that. When Jesus refers to a “little one,” he isn’t only talking about​
​children. He’s talking about anyone new to the Faith or not-so-solid in their faith.  To “offend them” means to cause​
​them to fall away from the faith, or have a wrong idea of the faith and sin. He’s talking about people who are seeking​
​for a Savior, they’re interested in Jesus, but have questions, concerns, maybe even a few lingering doubts. These are​
​people who just haven’t learned enough about the Bible yet to distinguish good, solid biblical teaching, and teaching​
​that sounds biblical, but is really false.These are people who aren’t established here- unconnected and seemingly​
​unimportant. Someone can be a “little one” in age, spiritual maturity, or socially- a “little one” might be someone that,​
​if they left, you probably wouldn’t notice, at least that’s how it seems. And Jesus is saying that he is violently​
​passionate about them; that if anyone says or does​​anything​​to make a “little one” fall away from Jesus,​​says​​anything​
​that leads a “little one” to believe something about Jesus or his Church that isn’t true, then you are guilty for their​
​suffering and it would be better for you if you had a boulder tied to your neck, and tossed into the sea.​

​This is harsh, but Jesus is speaking, and he’s speaking to us. If we are raising our spiritually impressionable children to​
​value sports, beauty, accomplishment or pleasure more than Jesus, Jesus is talking about us. If people are turned off​
​from the Church because of the way that we conduct ourselves, because of our social media posts, because of our​
​aloofness at Church toward people who aren’t in our immediate group of friends, or anything we’ve said and done,​
​Jesus is talking about us. If we’ve done ANYTHING to give someone, especially someone who doesn’t know Jesus all​



​that well, the impression that the Church is snobby, self-righteous, hypocritical, judgemental, or un-welcoming, or​
​doesn’t take sin seriously, or doesn’t take love seriously, Jesus is talking about us. Jesus is different. Jesus zealously​
​cares about the people who aren’t normally considered important or useful. Do we?​

​The Church Is Defined by Forgiveness​

​Jesus is deadly serious about sin and scandal. But he is just as deadly serious about forgiveness. Compare Jesus to his​
​culture. Tax collectors and prostitutes were typically disowned by their families and shunned because of the​
​legitimately wrong things that they did. There was no room for forgiveness for people like that. But Jesus would not​
​only talk to them, he would eat with them, the ultimate sign of friendship and unity. He never excused their behavior.​
​He loved them enough to expose their sin, but then he forgave them and wasn’t ashamed to call them his friends.​

​Humans haven’t changed. How many of your families have been fractured, friendships ended, marriages destroyed,​
​relationships dismantled, because someone said something they didn’t mean, someone made a selfish decision,​
​someone made a hurtful mistake, and instead of apologizing, forgiving, letting it go, and moving on in love, grudges​
​were held, words were thrown back, sides were taken, and gossip spread like a cancer? You aren’t alone. True​
​forgiveness is rare. You won’t find it in our day where if someone even looks at you the wrong way, they’re your​
​enemy! Jesus knows this, and he specifically designs his Church to be a haven of forgiveness.​

​Look at what Jesus says. When, not if, someone sins against you, go talk about that person to your friends and get them​
​to be as mad at that person as you are. Wait, no. If someone sins against you, don’t do anything. Hold a grudge and be​
​bitter toward that person until you die. Wait, no. You get the point.​​Rebuke them!​​Love that person​​enough to say to​
​them one on one, “That hurt.” And when they repent, forgive them. Let it go. Don’t get even- even if you have to do​
​this seven times in a day! Now, please don’t misunderstand. This isn’t about abuse. Jesus isn’t telling us to pretend that​
​abuse didn’t happen and let an abuser back into your life. He isn’t telling us to suck it up and not feel hurt when people​
​hurt us. He’s telling us to love even when we are hurt. Forgiveness is what defines the church. And it’s powerful. Can​
​you think of any religion, any worldview, that would empower a woman to publicly forgive the man who shot her​
​husband in front of her? That’s not normal. That’s different. And it was a powerful contrast to the man who spoke after​
​her and said, “Charlie wanted the best for his opponents. I don’t. I hate my opponents.” Which do you think fits more​
​with the teaching and life of Christ?​​Okay. Pause.​​At this point of Jesus’ lecture, the disciples had to interrupt. “Jesus, if​
​this is what it takes to follow you and be a part of your Church, we can’t do it. We could never value the “little ones”​
​like you do. We’ve all made someone stumble at some point. We could never forgive like you want us to. Increase our​
​faith! Give us the ability to do what you desire.” If you are honest with yourself, and I hope you are, you’re probably​
​thinking the same thing. “Lord, I don’t think I can do that. I haven’t. Increase my faith!”​

​The Church is Empowered by A Different Savior​

​Jesus comes to you with good news: “You’re wrong!” Let me explain.​
​The disciples, like most of us, are looking at these commands that Jesus gives us and thinking, “My ability to do and be​
​what God wants me to be is based on how much faith I have in him. If I have more faith, then I’ll have more power to​
​do good.” What Jesus is trying to say with this striking (and possibly humorous) picture is that it is not the​​size of your​
​faith​​that saves you or makes you good enough or strong​​enough, but the o​​bject of your faith.​​Jesus is saying,​​“Your​
​faith is not the source of your power.​​I am​​.” Jesus​​knew his disciples. He knew his people. He knew us- all the​
​addictions, the lies, the hatred, the scandals, the pettiness, the refusal to love, the laziness, the arrogance, the worst​
​things you’ve ever done, he knew. But he still wanted you. And he knew that if you were to be his, he would have to​



​suffer his own righteous passionate anger for every ounce of oppression and cruelty in this broken world. He would​
​have to suffer his own words, not just millstone around his neck, plunged into the depths of the sea, but a crown of​
​thorns pressed into his skull, nails in his hands and feet, spit and tears in his eyes, taunts in his ears, and His Father​
​nowhere to be found as he was plunged into the depths of Hell. All for you.​

​And those who know him, who have been filled with the Holy Spirit, joined with him in Baptism, invigorated by his​
​alive self at the empty grave are different- filled with a different hope and joy that could never be found elsewhere- that​
​because he declares me “enough,” I am, and because he lives forever, I will, those people are different. We’re not better​
​than anyone! But because of him we are declared infinitely perfect. We aren’t inherently special, but because we have a​
​relationship with God himself forged by his sacrifice, there is no one in the world who has peace and joy and love like​
​us. We’re different!​

​That’s where our power comes from! Even if your faith is as small as a mustard seed, you can still be ravished by the​
​infinite value he’s put on you, small as you are, and that empowers you to value the “little ones” in your church family.​
​Even if your faith is as small as a mustard seed, you can still be inspired by Jesus’ radically generous forgiveness of​
​every single one of your sins, and that can empower you to truly forgive those who have hurt you. What’s more​
​miraculous? Telling a tree to land in the water, or an inherently selfish, neurotic, petty sinner willingly loving and​
​cherishing someone weaker, or joyfully forgiving someone who has caused him pain? That’s what Jesus is saying.​
​That’s what makes us different.​

​The Church Doesn’t Seek Validation​

​Jesus then closes with this fascinating picture. Just to be clear, Jesus isn’t endorsing slavery or endentured servitude.​
​He’s making a point with a picture that would have been well known to his listeners. It would have been a cultural​
​taboo if the master would have told the servant to eat with him. The servant probably would have been extremely​
​uncomfortable doing that, especially because he didn’t do anything special to deserve it. He was doing his job. The​
​point is this: you would never embarrass or patronize your servant by giving him honor or privilege that he hasn’t​
​earned; neither would God.​

​The Church is different because the Church doesn’t seek validation from anyone. Even God. Let me explain. Because​
​of Jesus’ perfect life of love and forgiveness, and because he was punished in our place, we are deemed completely​
​righteous and holy and perfect and enough. God the Father relates to us with the same joy, love, approval, acceptance​
​that he Jesus, God the Son, has. Because that is true, we don’t need validation. We don’t need to do our good works​
​with the idea that, somehow, we’re going to put God into our debt or make him do us a solid. He’s already given us​
​more than we could ever hope. Because of the Gospel, our whole reason behind anything good that we do is radically​
​different from any other religion. We don’t do it to earn a thing. We do it… because we want to. Everything has been​
​earned for us. We can say with joy and humility, “I love because I’m loved. I forgive because I’m forgiven. I cherish​
​because I’m cherished. I don’t need any credit, because waiting for me in God’s presence is a crown of glory.”​

​That’s really, really, different from anything you’ll see in the world..​​Different in a good way.​​Amen.​


