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Matthew 17:1-9

For the vast majority of time, I could not care less about winter sports. I respect the athletes and
their dedication, but I just have never cared to watch. It’s not my thing; Except during the
Olympics. 1 have been glued to my TV for the last week and a half. It’s actually a bit
embarrassing- and my favorite event by far is curling. I can’t get enough. The reason I love
curling is because the athletes are not only the best in the entire world at something that takes
incredible focus, attention to detail, and strategy, but also because those athletes have full-time
jobs. Korey Dropkin and Cory Thiesse, who won the silver in mixed doubles this past week, are
not full-time athletes. Dropkin is a real estate agent. Thiesse works in a science lab that studies
mercury- both live in Duluth, Minnesota. And chances are, if either of them walked in here
today, you’d have no idea they were one of the best in the world at their sport. The glory is a
hidden glory. It’s theirs, but most people wouldn’t recognize it.

That concept is helpful when understanding the nature of Jesus’ glory while he was here on
Earth. When Jesus came to earth, he did not /ose his power, glory, status as God. He hid them.
He did not make use of his power, knowledge, or glory. Throughout his ministry, he revealed bits
and pieces of his power, especially when he performed miracles, but for the vast majority of his
time here on Earth, he looked like any other average-looking Jewish man. But not today. Today,
we see Jesus pause and reveal his glory as God’s eternal Son, co-eternal, equal to the Father.
Today, we are going to talk about Jesus’ transfiguration, one of the most important moments in
Jesus’ ministry that some of you may have never actually heard of. A bizarre, powerful,
important event that has much to teach us. As Jesus’ closest disciples hid their eyes and fell on
their faces, terrified, they realized something: Glory is Here.

What is God’s glory? It’s kind of a hard thing to nail down. When God created our parents,
Adam and Eve, they were perfect. Not only were they morally perfect and without sin, but they
were physically perfect. They were created to have the full presence and friendship with God.
But when they fall into sin, the first thing they notice is that they are naked, and they make
clothes. And when they see God walking in the garden, they hide. What happened? They are no
longer perfect. They cannot stand in the presence of a holy God any more. They are afraid of
him. A part of God’s glory is that he is morally perfect and holy, and he is so holy that it strikes
terror in the hearts of anyone who isn’t as holy and perfect. Later on in the Old Testament, when
God comes onto the scene, he reveals his full glory on Mt. Sinai with Moses and the children of
Israel. When he does, he is so bright, so terrifying, so loud, that people aren’t just scared, they
think they’re going to die. The light, the fire, the lighting and thunder, the smoke, the cloud is so
terrifying that everyone there thinks they are going to die! But Moses also asks God for
something fascinating. He tells God, “Show me your glory.” And God says, “you can’t, it would
kill you.” But then God hides him in a rock and passes by, and when Moses comes down, his
face 1s glowing from being that close to God’s glory, and he has to put a veil on his face because



everyone is afraid of him. So, from what we can tell, God’s glory is his blinding, terrifying,
majestic presence, which is deadly to all sinners, but still something we deeply desire.

A few hundred years later, Elijah has a similar desire. He doesn’t so much want to see God’s
unfiltered form, he wants to see God’s victory over idols. God’s people to be victorious and
outwardly glorious. Before the Old Testament reading, the prophet Elijah hosted a showdown
between God and the favorite false God of the Israelites, Baal. And God proved his existence by
throwing fire down from heaven on an altar, while Baal did not. But the queen of Israel, Jezebel,
still wanted to kill Elijah. And Elijah is so disgusted and disheartened that he goes all the way to,
curious enough, Mt. Sinai, because he is so confused about who God is and his glory-
specifically, he’s asking, “if God is so glorious, so majestic, so powerful, why is he allowing
these people to ruin his country, why has he allowed his prophets to be massacred, why isn’t he
winning?”’ Elijah wanted to see God’s glory, different, but similar to Moses.

Now, centuries after, God has come to earth, and before the Gospel reading, he revealed to his
disciples that he has to die. And Peter actually takes him aside and says to the Son of God,
“You’re wrong. You cannot die. How dare you say that!” Why does Peter have such an issue
with the idea that Jesus has to be crucified? Because he’s a God of glory! And the God of glory
cannot do that! Why would he do that! Isn’t Jesus the glorious, majestic God of all creation?
Isn’t he holy? Isn’t he the God whose presence strikes fear in all sinners? Isn’t he here to defeat
God’s enemies? Why would he let himself be crucified- publicly tortured and humiliated like a
criminal? And right after this, Jesus proves to Peter, James, and John that, yes, he absolutely is.
Jesus, just for a second, reveals his glory as he shines like the sun, so bright that it would blind
anyone who would look at him. And Moses and Elijah- two men desperate to see God’s glory,
now see Christ in his glory on this mountain, and Peter feels the same- he wants desperately to
stay in this beautiful glory, so he offers to something a bit odd, it makes sense when you realize
what’s going on- he wants to stay, so he will build tabernacles- tents- like in the Old Testament
where God’s glory dwelled- so they can just stay here and he can be close to their glory. But he
doesn’t understand- and the Father now comes down in the cloud- the cloud, which in the Old
Testament, meant death to anyone who got too close, and he booms and glorifies Jesus- “This is
my Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased, listen to him.” Is there any greater glory than
that? To have God say, “Here is my Son, I love him, I’'m pleased with him, you better listen to
what he has to say.” And when Peter, James, and John don’t die, and they realize that only Jesus
is there now, they leave the mountain. Why? Why can’t they stay there? And why doesn’t Jesus
show that to everyone? Wouldn’t his life be a lot easier if everyone got to see that? The pharisees
would certainly get off his back- especially if they saw the two heroes of the Old Testament,
Moses and Elijah, back him up. No one would be saying, “Jesus of Nazareth? Nothing good can
come from Nazareth!” And no one would try to get him killed.

And that’s the reason. Jesus didn’t come to be glorified. He didn’t come to flex his power and
glory. He came to be humiliated. He came to suffer. He came to be condemned. He came to be



abandoned by the Father. He came to be inglorious- and the most embarrassing, inglorious thing
possible is crucifixion- where someone is stripped naked, nailed to a cross of wood, hung there to
slowly suffocate while people laugh and think, “good riddance.” Why? So that you and I could
receive the glory that we lost in Eden. Jesus in all his glory did consider his glory worth anything
without you. And he gladly lost it all so he could have you. Jesus Christ abandoned his glory, and
by paying for our sins with his death, sinful human beings can be brought into God’s perfect
glory. Jesus was humiliated, so we humiliated sinners could receive, enjoy, and bask in the glory
of God with God, walk with him, talk with him, be with him as we were meant to be. Moses
thought he could simply see God’s glory, but he couldn’t, and in this moment, Moses sees Christ,
the reason why he, and all those who trust in him, can stand in the presence of God and shine
with him without fear or death. Elijah wanted God’s glory to shine more brightly so that all his
people would leave Baal and worship him, so God’s kingdom would come and Israel would be
restored. But he didn’t realize that all people were enslaved to idols, and the only way God’s
chosen people would be restored wouldn’t be by fire coming from God onto an altar, but if God
himself took upon himself the wrath we all deserved. Peter wanted to stay and bask on the
mountain, but in order for him to truly be in the presence of divine glory without fear, Jesus
would have to climb a different mountain and be covered not in glory, but his own blood. The
Transfiguration shows us what we lost in the garden of Eden, what Jesus left behind so he could
have us, and it also shows what he has earned for us- what we desperately desire. His glory.

Why do you take a picture of yourself, say, “nope,” and take a few more and post the picture that
makes you look the best after editing it? You desire the glory of beauty. Why do you spend
countless hours in the gym? Not for health- for glory- so people will think you're attractive and
fit. Why do we buy cars and houses we can’t afford? Because we desire the glory of success-
even perceived success. Why do we lie about our accomplishments, gifts, successes, and abilities
on our resumes and job applications? Why do we post our glamour on social media, but not our
weaknesses? Why do we only speak or associate with certain people in certain settings? Why do
we say and do things we know are wrong so that certain people think we’re funny or smart? Why
do I, when others ask me how my ministry is going, only mention the people joining, the
successes, but never my failures, the criticism I rightly receive, and my foolish moments? Why
do we hate criticism so much? Glory- we desire the glory of people thinking we are worthy,
admirable, cool, beautiful, popular- and we would do some shocking things to get it. The silly,
ridiculous, dishonest, evil things we do- whether it’s building three shelters, lying, or calling for
certain people to be eradicated for the “good” of our nation- it’s all about glory. We have lost the
glory that we were meant to have, and are desperately trying to find it. But you don’t have to.
Christ’s eternal, beautiful glory is yours. It’s all yours. Everything the Father says about the Son,
he says about you- You are his chosen. You are his beloved. You are his daughter. His son. You
are his perfect, holy, sinless child. What do you have to hide? What do you have to protect? Your
glory is already yours. It’s just hidden- it will be fully revealed when Christ returns. So, for now,
embrace the cross. Christians might be seen as weak and shameful and foolish. So was Jesus.



You don’t need to settle for lesser glory. Glory is already yours. Hidden, like the curling medal,
but fully yours. Amen.



