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 I’ll never forget my first Bible Class I taught. It was in Reno. We were doing a Bible Study on 
 the Ten Commandments, and my supervising pastor graciously gave me the 4th Commandment 
 to teach. “Honor your Father and Mother,” which means we should honor, serve, respect, and 
 submit ourselves to our parents, but also our “fathers and mothers” in the government, work, and 
 church- mayors, senators, representatives, our bosses and employers, our pastor, and yes, even 
 the President! I can still see the shock and resentment on their faces. “You’re telling me I have to 
 honor my father who beat and cheated on my mother?” “You’re telling me I have to honor and 
 respect these greedy, immoral, selfish politicians who only care about getting rich and 
 powerful?” “You’re telling me I have to thank God for that numbskull in the Oval Office?”  Yes. 
 That is exactly what God is saying to us through this commandment. And yes, this is a hard 
 commandment. But please don’t make the foolish mistake of thinking that we modern American 
 Christians have a harder time with the Fourth Commandment. This has always been hard- even 
 3000 years ago in Israel! David, before he was king, kept the Fourth Commandment, and today 
 we will see from his example what it means to  Honor  Your Imperfect Father and Mother.  We 
 will walk through this account and discuss some take-aways. 

 At this point in King David’s life, he had been  anointed  as king. In ancient Israel, kings, priests, 
 and prophets had oil poured on their heads publicly to show that God had chosen them for a 
 position of religious or governmental leadership. David had been anointed by Samuel, at the 
 direction of God, so he knew that he would be king. Saul knew this, too, and was doing 
 everything in his power to kill David. This was the second time when Saul used public Israel’s 
 military personnel (when they should have been guarding people against real enemies) to go and 
 hunt down David, who had never betrayed Saul, he actually served Saul in the military, won him 
 battles, killed Goliath, and even played the harp for Saul when he was oppressed by a demon! 
 David was a loyal servant of Saul, but Saul, an evil, twisted, manically paranoid king abused his 
 power and authority and tried to hunt David down. So, how does David handle a corrupt, violent 
 authority figure who is abusing his power and actively trying to kill him? He goes to Saul’s camp 
 in the middle of the night, and Abishai, David’s friend, says, “Look, God has delivered Saul into 
 your hands. Let me kill him- I’m a professional soldier, and I can kill him so he won’t make a 
 noise.” And he was right. He could have. And David had every right. David was the new 
 anointed king- he was called by God to rule after Saul. Saul was actively trying to kill him- he 
 could have easily claimed self defense. In fact, Abishai was providing him an opportunity to get 
 away with it- David could just say, “Abishai did it, not me,” and escape responsibility! And 
 Abishai was right, God delivered Saul into his hands- he made it so the camp was asleep and 
 couldn’t notice David! All David had to do was…nothing. His biggest problem could have easily 
 been solved, and he could have justified it- self defense, God chose him, God delivered Saul, and 
 those explanations would have satisfied everyone and most would have been relieved to have 
 wicked king Saul dead and righteous David reigning as king! So why didn’t David do it?  “It’s not 



 David’s life to take. He was anointed by God to be king. God began his reign, only God can end 
 it. No one can touch God’s anointed.”  That is David’s  view of his authority figures. They are 
 sacred. Saul is owed the utmost and highest honor and respect- not because he personally 
 deserves it- but because he is God’s anointed, and a rebellion against Saul is a rebellion against 
 God himself.  And he trusts God  . God will judge Saul.  David knows he has neither the wisdom 
 that God has nor the right that God has to end Saul’s reign. But he does take his spear and his 
 water jug. Why? 

 Because he loves Saul, and although Saul keeps trying to kill him, David wants him to see the 
 error of his ways and stop! Do you see how profound this is? David’s view of Saul’s status as an 
 authority figure is so high that he refuses to kill him, but it’s also so high that he refuses to say 
 nothing while Saul does something so evil! In the morning, David gets far enough away that they 
 can’t get him, because he does not trust Saul, but he also scolds Abner for not guarding Saul- 
 David values Saul’s life more highly than Abner his bodyguard! But then he appeals to Saul, 
 “My Lord and King, stop doing this. My Lord and my King, stop hunting your servant. I don’t 
 want to kill you, and here’s the proof! I could have, but I didn’t- here’s your spear and water jug 
 to prove it!” So, David respects and honors Saul, but he doesn’t blindly obey him as if Saul 
 weren’t evil- he critiques Saul and urges him to stop doing evil! And notice, he doesn’t follow 
 Saul back to the palace like you might expect. He knows that Saul is probably lying. So he 
 continues to hide, prepare, and wait for God to end Saul’s reign, and eventually, when the time 
 was right, God did. And David was  inconsolable  when  Saul died. This is how David kept the 
 Fourth Commandment. 
 1. Honor.  I don’t care how bad you think your government  is today, David’s was worse. And he 
 realizes something that is completely lost on our culture today. If someone is in a position of 
 authority, whether a parent, employer, police officer, politician, president, minster, whether they 
 attained the position of power through legitimate means or not, they are there because God in his 
 ultimate, unknowable, unfathomable wisdom and mercy has put them there to be a blessing to 
 you and me. That is a biblical fact. Luther says, “  Through them, as through our parents, God 
 gives to us food, house and home, protection, and security. They bear such name and title with 
 all honor as their highest dignity that it is our duty to honor them and to value them greatly as 
 the dearest treasure and the most precious jewel upon earth.”  How are we doing? Kids, 
 teenagers, and students, is that how you speak to and about your parents and teachers? This is 
 something our culture does not teach you well, so let me be abundantly clear. God has given you 
 your parents and teachers, and they are some of the most precious gifts you will ever have. You 
 need to treat them like it. If it were not from them, you would, according to Luther and common 
 sense, have died covered in your own feces when you were a baby- in fact, you wouldn’t even 
 exist. Obedience, respect, and honor are not optional. When you dishonor, disobey them, you 
 dishonor the God who gave them. They are your greatest gift, treat them like it. Parents, you 
 have been given a status and authority from God, and you are directly accountable to him for 
 how you raise these precious children that he’s given you. “Honor, highest dignity, value, 



 greatest treasure, most precious jewel on earth.” Does that reflect the way you talk about your 
 mayor, governor, senators, your president, or the past president? Whether you like it or not, they 
 are God’s chosen authorities for this time and place to be a blessing to you. And the way you 
 speak to and about them is a direct reflection of your view of the ultimate authority. Respect, 
 honor, and love are not optional. I said two years ago, “Let’s go Brandon has absolutely no 
 business in your mouth and the “Biden for Prison” signs have no business on your yards. “No my 
 president” has no business on your lips. Mocking, deriding, cursing your elected officials, police, 
 or anyone God has put over you is tantamount to mocking, deriding, cursing your God. No. They 
 are not perfect. No, you shouldn’t emulate their behavior. But because God has anointed them, 
 they deserve your honor and respect. And I know that’s hard. Especially because we have some 
 twisted, perverse, violent, greedy, foolish people in power all over our country, who lie, deceive, 
 twist, and accept bribes and abuse their authority. They will have to answer to God for it. You 
 can rest knowing that they will not get away with a single thing. God judges all people. You 
 don’t have to. Also, may I humbly ask you this: Is it possible that God might bless you through 
 imperfect rulers and authorities in ways you wouldn’t have thought of? Is that possible? Of 
 course! So trust in him, and honor your authorities. Take a lesson from some of the earliest 
 Christians to their authorities who were actively hunting them down:  And everywhere we, more 
 readily than all men, endeavour to pay to those appointed by you the taxes both ordinary and 
 extraordinary, as we have been taught by Him; …Whence to God alone we render worship, but 
 in other things we gladly serve you, acknowledging you as kings and rulers of men, and praying 
 that with your kingly power you be found to possess also sound judgment.”  That doesn’t mean, 
 however, that we blindly obey or say nothing when our authorities do evil things. 
 2. Speak.  Look at David’s words to Saul. Do you sense  even a hint of resentment or disrespect? 
 But he  does  admonish Saul and tells him this is wrong  and begs him to stop, and he reasons with 
 him. Honoring, respecting our authorities does not mean blind obedience or endorsing what they 
 do. When our authorities are guilty of wrongdoing, Christians have the right and duty to speak 
 up- but it must be with the highest amount of respect, honor, and love. David critiques Saul, but 
 he still addresses him as, “My Lord and King.” I know what the First Amendment says. I know 
 that the government gives you the right to speak and say whatever you like. But God does not 
 give you that right. Christians must speak up, but they do so with honor and respect. And no, we 
 cannot always obey. If the government, our parents, or even pastors ever command us to do 
 something that contradicts Scripture, or forbids us from doing something that Scripture 
 commands, we must disobey. When Pharaoh commands the Hebrew midwives to kill the baby 
 boys, they disobey him. When the Jewish authorities command Jesus’ disciples to stop preaching 
 about Jesus, they respond, “We must obey God rather than men.” If the government were to tell 
 us that we weren’t allowed to meet together for worship, we would be compelled to disobey. If 
 we were told that we must teach things contrary to Scripture, we would be compelled to disobey. 
 But we would do so with respect, honor, and willing to accept whatever penalties come- even 
 death. 



 3. Trust.  Okay. This is difficult- especially for us Americans- rebellion against our government 
 is embedded into our cultural DNA, but God’s Word is clear, and it is good, and good for us. So 
 how can we be honorable and respectful to authorities who aren’t deserving of our honor or 
 respect? How can we be submissive and obedient to authorities that may wrongfully abuse us? 
 How can we be like David? We look to the Son of David, Jesus Christ. Jesus, the ultimate 
 authority of the universe, submitted himself to a corrupt governor named Pontius Pilate, and he 
 was wrongfully tortured and murdered for crimes he did not commit. Jesus himself, the God we 
 worship, endured unjust government. But he did so for our sins, for all the times we rebelled 
 against God, Jesus submitted in our place. And even when he was killed, he didn’t lose. In dying 
 an unjust death, he earned eternal salvation, joy, and friendship with God for us, and gives it to 
 us for free, and now Jesus reigns as the King of all Creation, the authority over all authorities, the 
 ruler over all rulers, and in the end, all corruption will be destroyed, all evil rulers will be 
 punished, all abusers will be decimated, and we his people will receive eternal joy, bliss, and 
 immortality that we did not earn. That is our destiny. That is our King. That is why we can obey, 
 submit, and honor- because no matter what, Jesus is king, Jesus is ruling over all things, and 
 through all things, and in the end, we will reign at his side forever. Jesus submitted, and now he 
 reigns. So shall we. Amen. 


